
11
copyright samriddhi, 2010 S-JPSET,  Vol. 1, Issue 1

Vibrational and Quantum Chemical Study of Triphenylantimony (V)
Benzilate SbPh3 [O2CC (OH) Ph2]2

Tanveer Hasan1*, P. K. Singh2 and Shamoon Siddiqui3

ABSTRACT
A complete normal coordinate analysis was performed by two methods: a classical Wilson G-F matrix method and the

Semi-empirical molecular orbital PM6 method, for a five coordinate Triphenylantimony (V) Benzilate SbPh3 [O2CC (OH)
Ph2]2, known to be an in vitro antitumour molecule
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I.   INTRODUCTION

IN most of the organoantimony (V) compounds,
the coordination number of antimony atom is five,

whereas in some cases it may be six [1,2] or seven
[3,4] also. The stretching vibrational frequencies of
carbonyl groups in organoantimony carboxylates play
vital role in the determination of their structures. If
there are interactions between the antimony atom and
the carbonyl oxygen atoms, the asymmetric absorp-
tion vibrational frequencies Vsym of carbonyl groups
decrease, while the symmetric absorption vibrational
frequencies Vsym increase, so the difference between
these two frequencies Δν  also decreases [5,6]. The
title compound Triphenylantimony (V) Benzilate
SbPh3 [O2CC (OH) Ph2]2 shows a moderate value
of Δν which indicates that there may be intermediate
interaction between the antimony atom and the car-
bonyl oxygen atoms. In this study, experimental FT-
IR is compared with theoretical frequencies obtained
by normal coordinate analysis using two different
methods: a classical mechanics Wilson G-F matrix
method and the semi empirical quantum chemical
molecular orbital PM3 method. Thus the advantages
of the evaluation of both the methods are useful for
obtaining a reliable assignment of the vibrational spec-

tra. To the best of our knowledge, the work on the
normal coordinate analysis for the title compound is
yet to be reported. The compound is reported to be
antitumour active compound against MCF-7 cell line
in vitro [7].
II.   THEORY

The famous Wilson's G-F Matrix method [8] with
Urey Bradley [9] force field has been used to evalu-
ate the normal modes. These are given by the eigen
values λ  of the secular equation.

GFL = λ L   where λ = 4π2c2ν2 
The potential energy distribution (PED) in the jth

internal coordinates for the ith normal mode is given
by

(PED) = 
i

jiijji

λ
FLL

 

III.   EXPERIMENTAL DETAILS
A.  Structure

The crystal structure of the title
compound Triphenylantimony (V) Benzilate
SbPh3[O2CC(OH)Ph2]2 is taken from the work of
Barucki et al.[10].The model molecular structure of
the compound is given in Fig 1.
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B.  FTIR spectra
The FTIR spectra, given in Fig 2, have been

recorded on a Perkin-Elmer Spectrum BX FTIR spec-
trophotometer in the frequency range 4000 to 400
cm-1. X-ray data of the title compound has been taken
from the CCDC [11].

C. Structure from Winmostar
The molecular structure as viewed from Winmostar

of the title compound is given in Fig 3.

Fig. 3: Molecular Structure of Triphenylantimony (V)
Benzilate SbPh3 [O2CC (OH) Ph2]2

IV. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Normal coordinate calculations were performed

using the program developed by Shimanouchi [12]
based on the Wilson's G-F matrix method [8]. We
have used Urey Bradley force field [9] in our calcula-
tions, which takes into account both bonded, and non-
bonded interactions and internal tensions. For the
assignments, the force constants were initially trans-
ferred from our earlier work and literature [13-20]
and were further refined by least square fit method to
provide best match with the observed FT-IR spec-
tra. In the assignment of the normal modes, as given
in Table I, only the dominant potential energies distri-
butions (PED's) are considered. All the force con-
stants are presented in Table II. Identification with
the experimental data has been made on the basis of
potential energy distribution, line profile, line intensi-
ties and the presence/absence of a given mode in simi-
lar molecules [17-20]. Semi-empirical calculations are
performed by Mopac 2007 software using PM6
method [21].

The observed frequencies agree with the calcu-
lated ones within 10 cm-1. {Complete computational
details can be obtained from corresponding author}
Here we discuss only the conformationally important
frequency modes they all are presented in the
Table I.
A. C-H Stretching

The calculated frequencies from PM6 method of
v(C-H) vibrations are found at 2768, 2764 and 2756
cm-1 and they can be assigned with the observed fre-
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quencies at 3072, 3060 and 3048 cm-1 respectively.
The v(C-H) vibration is reported in the range 3100-
3000 cm-1 in the literature [22]. So these modes are
found at lower values as reported earlier as shown in
the Table I.
B. C=O Stretching

A highly intense peak is observed at 1692 cm-1 in
the FTIR spectra, which is calculated by Wilson GF
matrix method, at 1692 cm-1 attributed to the vibra-
tional modes v(C=O) with [47%] PED mixed with
v(C-C)out-R[18%] and v(C-C)adj-co[13%] PED,
and it is calculated by PM6 method at 1744 cm-1

having vibrational mode as v(C=O)adj-
R6&R7[71%]. The presence of v(C=O) double
bond, makes the structure of the title compound fairly
rigid and the formation of hydrogen bonds don't much
disturb the charge distribution in the ring and side
chains. The length of hydrogen bonds is also in sup-
port of this rigidity.

A strong band with two peaks in the range 1446-
1436 cm-1 is observed in FTIR spectra and it is cal-
culated.
C. C-C Stretching

From classical method at 1437 cm-1 and 1446 cm-
1 with modes of vibrations as v(C-C)R-adj-Sb[98%]
and v(C-C)R-adj-C=O[95%] PED's respectively,
these peaks are calculated by PM6 method at 1481
and 1456 cm-1 with vibrational modes as
v(C-C)R7[39%] and v(C-C)R2[42%]. The v(C-C)
mode is reported in the range of 1488- 1632 cm-1 in
the literature [22, 23].
D. C-O Stretching

A very intense absorption band is obtained in the
FTIR spectra, containing two peaks at frequencies
1279 cm-1 and 1267 cm-1, this band is calculated
at1272 and1266  cm-1 frequencies from Wilson GF
method, having v(C-O)adj-R[30%] and v(C-O)adj-
R[22%] as vibrational modes. This band is calculated
at frequencies 1267 and 1260 cm-1 from PM6 method
with vibrational modes as (C-C-H)R4[51%] and
(O-H-C)R4&R5[48%]. The value of frequency dif-
ference for asymmetric and symmetric stretching v
for v(CO2)asym and v(CO2)sym is calculated as
1629-1279=350 cm-1 as shown in Table I.
E. Sb-O Stretching

An absorption band is observed in the spectra with
three peaks obtained at 1100, 996 and 918 cm-1,

these are calculated at 1090, 1005 and 918 cm-1 from
Wilson GF matrix method and at 1113, 996 and 930
cm-1 with PM6 method respectively. The concerned
Vibrational modes from GF matrix method are
v(Sb-O)[22%], v(Sb-O)[41%] and v(Sb-O)[31%]
mixed with PM6 modes also as shown in Table I.
The stretching vibration, v(Sb-O) is reported in the
range 561-585 cm-1 by Khosa et al. [24] and at 755
cm-1 by Shanker et al.[25], indicating that this mode
is obtained at considerable higher frequencies. This
increase in wave number may be attributed to the re-
placement of antimony of organic group R by more
electrons withdrawing oxygen atom [26].
F. In-plane and out of plane bending and
    torsional   modes

A very sharp band with three peaks are observed
in FTIR spectra at 761, 746 and 689 cm-1 which are
calculated at 761, 743 and 688 cm-1 by Wilson
GF matrix method and it is attributed to the mode
(C-C-C)R-adj-C=O[30%],(C-C-C)R-adj-
C=O[30%] and (C-C-C)R-adj- Sb[60%] respec-
tively. This intense band is calculated at 772, 698 and
689 cm-1 by PM6 method having modes of vibration
as (O=C-C)adj-R5[51%], (C-C-O)[73%] and
v(CC)[56%] respectively. The in-plane bending mode
(C-C-C)R is reported in literature[27] at 522 cm-1

and 495 cm-1. A sharp band is obtained in the FTIR
spectra with two peaks observed at 599 cm-1 and
451 cm-1 and these are calculated at 591 and 458
cm-1 by GF matrix method, having modes of vibra-
tions as (O=C)[37%] and v(C-C-C)R-adj-
C=O[80%], and by PM6 method these are calcu-
lated at 599 and 452 cm-1 having vibrational modes
as (C-C-C)R-6[106%] and (C-C-C)R4[61%]
respectively. A medium shoulder peak is observed at
438 cm-1 in FTIR spectra and it is calculated at 435,
489 cm-1 with classical and PM6 method respectively
having vibrational motions from first method as  (Sb-
C)[10%] mixed with (C-C) r-adj-co[12%], (C-
C)r-adj-Sb[42%] and in-plane bending (C-Sb-
O)[21%] and v(Sb-O)adj-R[52%] from PM6
method. Here PM6 method gives better assignment
of the mode v(Sb-O), as it is much closer to the re-
ported [24,25,28] v(Sb-O) mode. This mode seems
to be the characteristic mode of the present com-
pound. A weak shoulder peak is observed in far infra
red region of the spectra at 426 cm-1 which is calcu-
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lated at 422 cm-1 by classical method with Vibrational
modes (C-Sb-O)[60%] PED, and it is calculated
at 426 cm-1, having modes of vibration as (C-C-
C)R3[71%]. This mode suggests the participation of
oxygen atom in (C-Sb-O) bonding [29,30]. This
mode also seems to be one of the characteristic modes
of the title compound.
V.    CONCLUSIONS

Normal coordinate analysis data performed for the
title compound from both Wilson G F matrix method
and Semi-empirical PM6 method shows close resem-
blance of the calculated & observed vibrational bands.
The value of frequency difference for asymmetric and
symmetric stretching v for v(CO2)asym and
v(CO2)sym is calculated as 1629-1279 = 350 cm-1

(from Table I), which is greater than 300 cm-1, this
suggests that the coordination number of antimony is
five confirming the trigonal bipyramidal (TBPY) struc-
ture of the title compound. This also indicates that
there will be at least moderate if not strong second-
ary bonding interactions between carbonyl oxygen
atoms of carboxylate group and the central antimony
atom.
APPENDIX

Tables - I
1. Back Bone & Mixed Mode

2. Side Chain Modes

3. Ring Modes

Notes:
1. Here the abbreviation ad means adjacent outside.
2. r-stands for the ring one ,two etc.

Only the dominant modes are taken in most of the
cases

Tables - II
Internal Co-ordinates and Urey Bradley Force

Constants (md/A0)
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Note:
1. ν (X-Y) represents the stretching between the

atoms X and Y etc.
2. ф (X-Y-Z) represents the in plane bending be-

tween the atoms X,Y and Z.
3. ω (X-Y) represents the out of plane bending

(wagging) between the atoms X and Y.
4. τ (X-Y) represents the torsion of the atoms X

and Y.
5. The number in parenthesis represents the non-

bonded value of the atoms X,Y and Z
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