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Environmental Ethos In Vedic Times

Kamla Nath Sharma look up to thee to be blessed by thy kind Planet Earth. Themantrareferstoearth by cosmiclawsof integrationand
ambrosiaon thisearth. O water, weap- differently as ‘bhoomi’ and ‘prithvi’ balance, called ‘Rit’ in the vedas. Keep-
oday, the natural resources of the proach thee togetrid of oursins.” Rivers  implyingthat whilemy motherlandismy inganeyeonRit, humanactivities can
Tearth arebeingmindlessly exploited  were considered divineand worshipped  mother, iamalsoachildof Planet Earth.  bedirected to global sustainable devel-
globally farbeyvond need, resulting  asgoddesses and people were ordained to The Yajur Veda addressesPrithviasa  opment. A hymn of the Yajur Veda says,
inapoor state of their regeneration and use their life-sustaining waters most guardian, praised for beingbenevolentto  “Olearned people, fully realise your
causingirreversibledamagetotheplanet.  judiciouslyand with greatestreverence.  humankind, and is prayed toforcontinued  conduct towards different objects of the
This year’s World Environment Day theme - Today, we have lost sight of thefact protection: “0 Earth! Fill up your broad universe.” But, in today’s world we are
‘Seven billion dreams. Oneplanet. Consume that theresources are finite. Of all heart with the vital healing air, waters misusing scientific and technological
with care’-therefore, is highly relevant, of earth’s water, only 0.007% ; and flora. May thebenevolentlife-  breakthroughs to indiscreetly and
Starting from space,a Vedicmantra,  isaccessible for human use. givingair circulateforabountiful greedily exploit natural resources,
‘prithivy apah tejah vayuh akashat’ Today, globally morethan1.1 Earth.” Another prayer says, thereby causing imbalances that make it
depicts sequential primal appearanceof  billion people have inadequate o) “Pleasantbeyoutous, OEarth,  difficulttomaintainnatural harmony.
the five basic gross substances, called availability of water. Aefres withoutathorn be our habitation. Ancient Indic philosophy always
‘panch mahabhuta’-namely, space, air, In Vedic cosmology, Prithvi or

May your development grantus  wished for everyone to be happy and
fireorenergy, water and earth-from earthsymbolises material base blissand sustenance.” free fromailments, “Sarve bhavantu suk-
which alluniversal matter is created. asmother and the Dyaus, upper Inhymns of the Rig Veda, hinah, sarve santuniraamayaah”-Let

Water has enjoyed the highest social sky or heaven, symbolises the the seersseek blessingsof thesun  everyone be well and happy -and pleaded
andreligious status inancient Indic cul- unmanifested immortal source k and wisheverypartof theearth  foranall-inclusive holistic development
ture, Prayersinall fourmain Vedasrefer ~ asfather which togetherand S pea m tn be prosperousand mountains, on theplanet for harmony, “Saano bhoo-
towater asnectar, honey, sourceof life, pro-  between them, provide paryav- tree waters, and rivers to be propi- mirvardhayad vardhamaanaa” asin the
tector of earthandenvironment, cleanser  aran, the environment. tious. The importanceof vital healing ‘Bhumi Sukta’ of Atharva Veda.
of sins, generator of prosperity,and ambro- An Atharva Vedahymnsays,“Mata  air, fresh unpolluted waters and healthy (The writer ischairman, Aqua
sia. Sagesin Yajur Veda pray thus, “O bhoomih putroham prithivyaah,” floraonearth wasrecognised and wished Wisdom and was formerly secretary,
Water, thouart the reservoir of welfareand remindingusof ourresponsibilitynot  forinthe hymnsof the Atharva Veda. International Commission on Irriga-

propriety, sustainusto become strong. We  only towards our motherland butalsoto Natureanditsseasonsaregoverned  tionandDrainage(ICID), New Delhi)




